Business and Industry Forum for WCC-3
2 September 2009

Geneva, Switzerland
Concept Note (revised version 27 July):  
Provide an interactive forum where business can demonstrate measures taken to mitigate and adapt to impacts of climate change and climate variability. The Business and Industry Forum will bring together global business representatives, intergovernmental leaders and government representatives to discuss how the Global Framework for Climate Services resulting from WCC-3 can help companies to benefit from enhanced climate services and better accessibility to climate information. In addition, participants will also discuss and assess the status of the UNFCCC climate change negotiations three months before COP 15 in Copenhagen and explore partnership approaches to deal with the climate change challenge.
The Forum will be a facilitated roundtable discussion to exchange experiences and needs for climate information services which help companies better understand and adapt to climate change impacts. Companies can share their strategies for coping with the changing climate and climate variability and the resulting risks and opportunities.  In addition, participants will also discuss and assess the status of the UNFCCC climate change negotiations three months before COP 15 in Copenhagen and explore the opportunities and potential for public-private partnerships. 
Questions to be addressed:
Climate Services

· How are companies measuring and/or accessing information on climate change patterns and impacts? 

· How can climate services help business in planning long-term investments?
· In what sense is the company exposed to climate variability?

· What services can business provide to increase awareness of climate change impacts and adverse consequences?

· What contact/partnerships exist with climate services providers (met services, research institutions)? In which fields can the company benefit from climate services?

· What can intergovernmental organisations do to provide support and enhance the work of business in this area?
· The role of sustainable water management in mitigating and adapting to climate change
Towards Copenhagen

· What is the status of UNFCCC negotiations?

· What does business expect from Copenhagen?

· How could a Copenhagen agreement catalyse action from the private sector to combat climate change? What are some examples? 
Public-Private Partnerships

· How would or could public-private partnerships help catalyse private sector actions on climate change?

· What kind of public-private partnerships could be explored?

· Climate change impacts often involve not only national but sub-national actors - how can they be brought together to better understand the challenges at hand?

Roundtable Discussion 
Moderator: Jacqueline Coté, ICC  
Panellists: 

4-6 business panellists having an interactive discussion - business panellists would ideally be those that participated or will participate in WCC-3 Working Sessions 
IGO/government Discussants: UNDP TACC: Territorial Approach on Climate Change programme, WMO, government representatives
