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1.
Co-Chairs, Excellencies, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, over the past four days, we have followed with keen interest the discussions here in Geneva on the need to build a Global Framework for Climate Services. We have heard the voices and views of scientists, high-level policy makers, Non Governmental and Civil Society Organizations, International Agencies and developmental partners. We are encouraged by the general consensus on the need to push forward global actions that build societal resilience to current and projected climate impacts. 

2.
Climate change will impose an additional burden on sustainable development in Africa, even as the continent contributes very little to the total global greenhouse gas emissions. The modest gains that the continent has achieved in the past decade could be reversed by climate change.  While both mitigation and adaptation are important in the long run, Africa is more concerned in the short-run with ad​aptation and how the continent will manage to achieve poverty reduction as additional consequences of climate change are being superimposed on its already burdensome development chal​lenges. 

3.
The need for, and urgency to address the adverse impacts of climate change in the continent has received serious attention at the highest policy levels. The 2007 General Assembly of the African Union Heads of State and Governments specifically urged member states to mainstream climate change adaptation into national development plans. Several national governments in Africa have gone ahead to develop National Climate Change policies and plans that have set out strategies to reduce their vulnerabilities to climate change and possibly take advantage of whatever opportunities it might bring.

4.
Africa faces two main challenges in proactively reducing its vulnerability to climate change: (1) the limited access to suitable climate information based on sound science, and (2) the capacity to integrate such information into development planning processes. World Meteorological Organizations’ reports note that Africa has about one-eighth of the recommended climate observing stations to ensure adequate provision of climate services. These challenges have contributed to the situation where government institutions, development practitioners and service providers engaged in climate sensitive sectors are unable to effectively manage climate risks as they would want to, and rarely connect climate change to development. For a continent where so many lives, livelihoods and even whole national economies depend on climate-sensitive sectors, it is inappropriate that so little use is made of routine climate information to guide management decisions in climate sensitive sectors.

5.
The African Development Bank identifies climate change as a threat to poverty reduction and sustainable development in the continent. The Bank has taken steps to build resilience into its investment programs as well as enhance the capacity of Regional Member Countries to address the challenges of climate change. Please permit me to highlight key Bank activities on climate change that are relevant to objectives of this Conference.

(i) The Bank has developed a two-pronged climate change policy that focuses on both mitigation and adaptation. The Clean Energy for Development Investment Framework seeks to reduce Africa’s energy poverty as well as take advantage of the continent’s greenhouse mitigation potentials; while the Climate Risk Management and Adaptation Strategy seeks to build resilience into Bank investment projects as well as enhance the capacities of Regional Member Countries to address their climate change risks. The availability of appropriate, useful and useable climate data is central to the successful implementation of these strategies.
(ii) In this regard, the Bank is working to design the Climate for Development in Africa (ClimDev-Africa) program that is estimated at about US$ 135 million, of which the Bank may contribute up to US$ 30 million. The Program is jointly implemented by the Commission of the African Union, the African Development Bank and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. It seeks to build the capacities of Africa’s climate centres to generate and make widely available useful data, as well as enhance the capacity of Africa’s policy makers to be able to use such data in development planning. The Bank’s support will primarily strengthen the capacities of Africa’s regional climate centres to deliver on their mandates, which are central to the realization of the projected outcomes of this workshop.
(iii) The Bank has successfully supported the Third African Ministerial Conference on Financing for Development which deliberated on innovative financing mechanisms for climate change. Improving climate services at the national level requires sufficient budgetary support. Creating awareness on the role of climate change in development among the Ministers of Finance is crucial to achieving this.
(iv) The Bank has also provided resources to pilot collaborations between national climate centres and development ministries in some African countries to prepare climate sensitive development plans in key climate sensitive sectors
(v) The Bank has recently approved programs and projects related to hydropower, co-generation and wind, which are designed to earn income for Regional Member Countries through carbon credits. The Bank has also designed an elaborate program that will enhance the capacities of African countries to tap carbon finance and CDM projects and reduce the cost of clean energy development while ensuring that appropriate policy, institutional arrangements and market-based incentives are put in place to promote investments that contribute to sustainable development.
(vi) The Bank hosts the Congo Basin Forest Fund (CBFF) and its secretariat. The Fund seeks to slow and eventually reverse the rate of deforestation by developing the capacity of people and institutions in the Congo Basin countries to manage their forests, and help local communities find livelihoods that are consistent with the conservation of forests. The capacities of national climate centres in the Congo Basin will be strengthened through this fund to support its projects.
(vii) The Bank is implementing several flagship projects that have incorporated climate change and through which collaborations have been established with relevant regional and national climate centres for the provision of relevant climate services. These include (i) the Lake Chad Sustainable Development Program that is working on sustainable conservation of Lake Chad to ensure the economic security of the fresh water ecosystem resources, and (ii) the Kandadji Ecosystems Regeneration and Niger Valley Development Project that is providing solutions to recurrent droughts in Niger.
(viii) The African Development Bank is involved in the implementation of the Climate Investment Funds amounting to US$ 6.2 billion and hosted by the World Bank. The purpose of the Climate Investment Funds is to extend additional grants and concessional funding to developing countries to address urgent climate change challenges through provision of clean technologies and implementation of adaptation at scale.

6. The investment and financial flows needed to provide the necessary data to address the challenges of climate change in Africa are substantial. The Bank recognizes that no single institution can alone deliver on this major initiative and therefore seeks active partnerships with other institutions and development partners.

7. The Bank acknowledges the support that has been provided thus far by development partners towards addressing the challenges of climate change in Africa. It recognizes that a programmatic support to Africa’s climate centres is more sustainable and acknowledges the support that DFID has provided to UNECA to set up the Africa Climate Policy Centre to implement some of the activities of the ClimDev-Africa program. The Bank therefore calls on other development partners to join in supporting the ClimDev-Africa program.

Thank you.
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