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In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate
Your Excellency Hans-Rudolph Merz, President of the Swiss Confederation,

Your Excellency Alexander Bedritsky, President of the World Meteorological Organization,

Your Excellencies the Heads of State and Government,

Your Excellencies the Ministers,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I should like, first, Mr. Chairman, to express my appreciation to the World Meteorological Organization and to all those who have participated in organizing the Third World Climate Conference, for their remarkable work and their high professional competence in steering the proceedings of this conference.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Tunisia, under the guidance of H.E. President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, is convinced that its role in addressing the issues of environmental protection and sustainable development does not stop at its geographical borders but extends beyond them, as the country concerns itself with those crucial issues at international level and seeks to tackle them within the framework of cooperation and partnership between all countries and peoples.

The current climatic transformations and recurrent extreme natural phenomena, due to the rising levels of greenhouse gas emissions, constitute a formidable challenge to the world, considering their serious consequences on the sustainability of natural resources, human health, food security, output of economic activities especially the agricultural ones, and on development in general.

It is no coincidence that the United Nations considers climate change as the most important challenge to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals by 2015.

We are convinced that climate change is strongly linked to the issues of development, economic and social progress, fight against poverty, reduction of the development gap between countries, food and energy security and, most importantly, international solidarity which is essential for dealing with this global phenomenon, and preserving the Earth planet for future generations.

We share the deep concern of the international community about the deterioration of the global environment, which is no doubt aggravated, to a certain extent, by the climate change resulting from human activities, particularly in developing countries.

We are hoping today for international solidarity to materialize, especially in the form of real commitments from the developed countries to provide financing and technology in support of the efforts that the developing countries are making to adjust themselves to the critical effects of the climate change, and to reach, in Copenhagen next December, an international agreement that meets the great challenges facing humanity.

In spite of the quick pattern developed by ongoing international negotiations, the results and resolutions achieved so far fall short of expectations, as regards their response to the real needs of the developing countries, particularly in the areas related to climate monitoring, establishment of climate databases, climate forecast systems, and climate early-warning systems.

Furthermore, the trust funds announced within the framework of international and regional initiatives are based on the adoption of activities generally related to institutional technical assistance, without any mention of the need to help developing countries draw up and implement practical programs and effective policies aimed at adjusting themselves to climate change, and at reducing its growing repercussions on development, infrastructure, food security, water scarcity, aggravation of desertification, and threats to human health in many parts of the world.

This is a formidable obstacle that prevents developing countries from achieving economic development and social progress, and from tackling the worsening phenomenon of unemployment, emigration and appearance of the so-called "climatic exodus" from many African and Asian developing countries, especially the island ones.

In this context, we can only renew the call for action to honor the pledges made by the Millennium Summit and the "Montieri" Accord, particularly the commitment by developed countries to allocate 0.7% of their GDP as a contribution to fulfilling the rights of developing countries and their aspirations to a better future and to achieving joint sustainable development.

Similarly, Tunisia renews the appeals made by H.E. President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali at several international meetings such as the Tokyo International Conference on African Development for the promotion of food security in developing countries, and in Paris on July 13, 2008, for the support and development of early warning mechanisms, and the coordination of all parties’ efforts to guard against extreme climatic phenomena; 

This in addition to the appeal made at the Euro-African Summit held in Barcelona in December 2007, for the activation of the International Solidarity Mechanism to achieve the desired objectives and to help developing countries, especially the African ones among them, mitigate the repercussions of climate change, and adapt themselves to it.

In this context, Tunisia reiterates its call for the establishment of more effective jointly liable financing mechanisms to provide the funds that the developing countries need in order to adjust themselves to climate change, and to bridge the developmental and scientific divide between nations. Such mechanisms would contribute to ensuring sustainable development without prejudice to the pattern of economic growth or to financial balances. They would be similar to the mechanisms for debt recycling, technical and financial assistance, and technology transfer. In addition, they would contribute to maximizing the interventions of existing funds and increasing their earnings so as to enable them to contribute efficiently and effectively to boosting development efforts in developing countries and enhancing the capacities of those countries to adapt to, and confront climate change.

Mr. Chairman,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Believing in the magnitude of the challenges resulting from climate change, Tunisia has adopted developmental policies and approaches that have contributed to the international effort to alleviate the expected effects of the phenomenon.

These policies are based on constant elements including the fight against all forms of pollution, the control of energy, the use of renewable energy such as wind energy and solar energy, the development of public transport, the adoption of cleaner technologies, the development of forest and plant cover, the reinforcement of waste disposal and the utilization of waste to generate energy.

In this framework, numerous sectorial strategies have been mapped out for the protection of ecosystems and natural resources as well as economic activities. They include the strategy for adapting the agricultural sector and the ecosystems to the climate change; the national strategy for adaptation to the anticipated effects of the sea-level rise on the ecosystems and on the facilities and economy of coastal areas exposed to this phenomenon; an action plan to adapt the health sector to the climate change; a strategy for the reutilization of treated waste water; the beginning of work on an early-warning system for extreme climatic phenomena, the development of laws and legislations that permit the consolidation of programs for adjustment to the effects of climate change on all the sectors concerned.

The aforesaid strategies have made it possible to diagnose national priorities, and to estimate the big self-financing and external resources required for implementing the programs of adaptation to climate change and mitigating the impact of the phenomenon.

Mr. Chairman,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Amid growing environmental challenges, the formulation of policies to alleviate the impact of climate change, and the establishment of related adaptation programs, require, more than ever before, the reliance on accurate climatic and scientific data as well as on climatic forecasts based on developed geographical systems.

Reinforcing and developing these domains constitute the cornerstone of the process of charting effective programs for adaptation to climate change particularly in the priority strategic spheres such as water resources, soil, agricultural produce, drought control and protection against extreme climatic phenomena.

The establishment of an international mechanism that permits, at the same time, the collection of scientific climatic data, the development of short-, medium- and long-term climatic forecasts, and the presentation of the most appropriate alternative scenarios to mitigate the effects of climatic change and adapt to them, is a significant strategic course of action and a choice that we strongly advocate in order to assist all countries, and particularly the developing ones, in the area of decision-making and adopting the most effective policies of adaptation to the climate change.

Considering the successes and tangible results achieved by the previous two international forums on sustainable development, particularly through establishment of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, and the adoption of the World Climate Programme and the World Climate Research Programme as far back as 1979, we remain firmly convinced of the possibility, through our present meeting, of creating the aforesaid international mechanism to sustain the capabilities of all countries to collect and analyze climatic data and to adapt themselves to the phenomenon of climate change.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The strong participation of countries, international and regional organizations, experts and researchers in our present conference reinforces our firm belief in, and commitment to, joint action to establish more effective programs for the exchange of information and data, the development of scientific research, the transfer of expertise and technology, and the consolidation of financing mechanisms to tackle the climate change.

Less than two months before the convening of the fifteenth session of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, we remain confidently hopeful that our present conference will contribute to strengthening cooperation and narrowing the conceptual gap between all countries with a view to reaching a common vision on the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by substantial percentages. These reductions would permit the achievement of the Convention objectives and the boosting of solidarity and joint international action. The aim for the international community is to embark effectively and without delay on implementing programs and plans of adaptation to the climate change which has become an inescapable reality. Accordingly, effective programs should be adopted for the transfer of clean technology and the consolidation of international financing mechanisms to meet this challenge.

We also urge that the international agreement we all seek to reach in Copenhagen should lay the foundation for a new phase of international solidarity with developing countries. The aim is to help these countries meet their desperate and urgent needs for adaptation to, and alleviation of, climate change repercussions. Foremost of these are the drought and scarcity of drinking water, desertification, damage to agricultural activities, sea level rise, and  deterioration of ecosystems, biological heritage and natural resources.

Mr. Chairman, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In conclusion, I wish to renew my thanks to the World Meteorological Organization and to all those who have participated in organizing the Third World Climate Conference for its excellent arrangements. I also wish to express the hope that this conference will contribute to pushing forward with partnership and solidarity among all our countries so that they can tackle the climate change and fulfill our common aspirations to decent living, a better future, and integrated sustainable development.

Thank you for your attention.

Republic of Tunisia











