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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

Distinguished Co-Chairs,
Excellencies
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me at the outset warmly felicitate the Co-Chairs on their
election. I am confident with their wise guidance and able stewardship, the
Conference would reach satisfactory conclusion. I would also like to, on
behalf of my delegation and myself, express my sincere thanks to the hosts
and sponsors of the Conference, including the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO), for their impeccable arrangements, and for
providing this opportunity to deliberate on climate risk management, and

adaptation.

Distinguished Co-Chairs,

I bring with me the good wishes of the people of Bangladesh. The
freedom ioving people of my country who have been for years struggling
against unconstitutional rule, on my return from forced exile, ultimately
achieved establishing democracy, with the universally acclaimed free, fair
and credible parliamentary elections of 29 December 2008. Ever since my
father, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Father of the Nation
was brutally murdered with eighteen members of our family, by a group of
misguided military personnel on 15 August 1975, except for a brief period

in the 90s, the country was ruled by military dictators and quasi-dictators.



large extent, responsible for these phenomena, and ironically, our people
are least to be blamed for them. Nonetheless, Bangladesh is eager to
collaborate with the world community, in the areas of mitigation,
adaptation, financing, investment, and transfer of technology for facing
these new threats on mankind. It is clear all must acknowledge their sacred
duty to save our climate system, and hence our planet as a habitable place

for future generations.

Bangladesh is among the countries severely affected by climate
change, and estimates indicate that 20 million Bangladeshis would require
relocation, due to climate change impacts by 2050. A meter rise of
sea level would inundate a third of Bangladesh. This would result in mass
migration northwards, imposing increasing pressure on land and resource,
and loss of livelihood of about 40 million people. The International
Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) has ranked Bangladesh, as the
most vulnerable country to floods, third most to tsunami, and sixth most to

cyclones, in terms of human exposure.

At present, Bangladesh is experiencing erratic patterns of flooding
and droughts. These have also become a threat to ensuring food security,
through sustained agricultural production. Cyclones hit the coastal region
regularly, causing tragic loss of innumerable lives, and immense material
damage. Besides, Bangladesh also faces river bank erosion, landslides,
soil degradation and deforestation. An alarming phenomenon is salinity

intrusion in the coastal areas, threatening the Sundarbans, the world’s
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largest mangrove forest—a habitat of rich biodiversity, and an UNESCO
World Heritage site. These formidable challenges need to be addressed

with the help of the international community.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The challenge to Bangladesh of facing natural disasters from
global warming, and climate change is monumental. Our government is
obliged to provide support, to people to remain in their habitation and
homes. Moving to supposedly safer areas, already burdened with thick
population, would add miseries to all, and cause sociological disorders.
Our government has decided, therefore, to undertake a massive project of
dredging all rivers. Capital dredging would keep rivers on natural course,
deepen them to hold more water, restrict flooding, reduce flood damages,
reclaim inundated land on either side of rivers, and keep them navigable
for movement of people and goods. Maintenance dredging would then
ensure sustained regulated water flow of the rivers.

The land reclaimed could be used for agriculture, homes, and even
agro-based industrial belts. The silt of the rivers would be used for
embankments, and if necessary, raising the height to deal with the rise of
water level in the rivers and the sea. On and near the embankments would
be created flat, elevated ground for habitation of displaced people with the
recovered silt. Green belts on the embankments would strengthen them
from the caprice of water flow and erosion. Dykes and concrete support
would need to be built for checking and controlling water movement, at
required points all over southern Bangladesh, particularly on the coastal areas.






