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Madam Chair, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me start by making a small correction concerning my title in the conference documents. I am not Minister for Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation, but Minister for Foreign Trade and Development. I am responsible for all aspects of development policy, not only development cooperation. This is the reason for me attending to this conference. Climate and environment are central issues in modern development policy. 
Finland's development policy is based on a wide and comprehensive view of ecologically, socially and economically sustainable development. This approach builds on the Rio Conference on Environment and Development in 1992 and subsequent international commitments to enhance sustainable development in its three interrelated dimensions. Climate change policies must be placed into a wider context of environmentally sustainable development and we must recognise the strong impact of all development on the environment. 
Today and tomorrow we concentrate on the improvement and effective utilisation of Climate Services. Our main focus must be on the developing countries which are most vulnerable to climate change and have the weakest possibilities to adapt to its consequences.

I cannot see anything more important for adaptation than the improvement of climate services and predictions. They are needed both in avoiding natural catastrophies and in planning the long term development of the economy and the society as a whole. 
Finland has both high level expertise and technological capacity in climate services. We think that it is our global responsility to share our experience and knowledge with other nations. 

During the past 20 years Finnish know-how and expertise have been used in more than 80 countries. We have regional cooperation on climate services for example with the SADC countries, in Central Asia and in the Andies. We have cooperated with the TERI Institute on the Himalayan Brown Cloud problem. We are expanding our cooperation with the small-island states to which the better and more accurate information on weather and climate is often a question of survival. These are only few examples of our activities in the climate services sector.  
The development of Global Framework for Climate Services is important in order to strengthen our capacity to produce more accurate information on climate change and exceptional weather conditions. 
Let my end my speech by saying couple of words in my capacity as Minister for Foreign Trade. Liberalising trade of climate-friendly goods and services is also an essential element in mitigation of and adaptation to climate change. Finland strongly supports their liberalisation as a part of the WTO Doha development round. We would also welcome early bilateral and plurilateral agreements in this important area of trade liberalisation. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

The international climate negotiations are at a crucial phase this fall. It is important to connect the outcomes of this Conference with the United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP15) at the end of this year. It is important that this Conference and its results contribute to an ambitious, fair and balanced outcome in Copenhagen. 
