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Thank you Mr Chairman,

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure and honor to have this opportunity to deliver a statement, on behalf of the Government of Japan.
Considering the increasing global concerns on climate issues, it is significant that the World Climate Conference-3 is now being held here in Geneva, at the kind invitation of the Government of the Swiss Confederation, and that we have decided to establish a Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS).
In July, Japan hosted the Tokyo Climate Conference as our preparation for and contribution to the WCC-3. It was placed under the auspices of the WMO and with the participation of His Excellency Mr. Paul Fivat, Ambassador of the Swiss Confederation to Japan.  The Tokyo Conference was attended by representatives from the climate service providers and users of twenty-four Asia-Pacific countries and eight relevant international organizations.  Through the exchange of the experiences and views on the promotion of climate information applications, the Tokyo Conference produced a Statement that includes recommendations.  I expect that the outcomes from the Tokyo Conference will be useful for the development of the GFCS.
To contribute to the development of the GFCS, we will make every effort to ensure the timely provision of climate information based on the observations and research networks.  We will promote their application for disaster countermeasures, water resource management, infrastructure planning, and other policy measures, by making the most of the knowledge and expertise that we learn from the WCC-3.

Japan pledges itself to share with other countries best practices and other findings obtained through these efforts.  In particular, Japan will enhance the activities of the Tokyo Climate Center that was designated as a first Regional Climate Center in the framework of the WMO, and the activities of the International Centre for Water Hazard and Risk Management that we operate under the auspices of the UNESCO.  I am sure that these will contribute towards building the global capabilities for adaptation to climate variability and change and for climate risk management.

Finally, I would like to express our commitment to continue to make great efforts towards building up a safe and sustainable world by mainstreaming climate information into decision-making processes through the GFCS.

Thank you very much for your attention.

