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WMO High-level Address at the World Climate Conference-3
(Panel 1; 3 September 2009; 15:00 to 16:30 hs)

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour to address you on the occasion of the World Climate Conference-3 High-Level Segment, which opened this morning. I wish to express my appreciation for your presence, which speaks of your commitment to strive for sustainable and equitable solutions to the climate change issue, in a world and at a time with many other vital challenges.

In 1979 and 1990, WMO convened with partners two historic events: the First and Second World Climate Conferences, which made outstanding contributions to raise the climate change issue to the attention of policy-makers and led to the establishment of a number of panels, programmes and conventions which have significantly contributed to advance our understanding of the climate system and its likely future evolution, such as the IPCC which WMO and UNEP have co-sponsored successfully since 1988 and which received the prestigious Nobel Peace Prize in 2007.  However, the high-level participation in those two Conferences did not approach the level that we have the privilege to witness today.  

Over the past three days, deliberations among experts have highlighted the need to provide decision-makers the climate tools and services they require to appropriately address climate change impacts in the near and mediate future, under the anticipated increase in the frequency and intensity of weather, water and climate extremes, and their effects on health, food security, biodiversity, water quality and availability and so many other socioeconomic sectors.  They have proposed, in particular, the establishment of a Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS). 

For over two centuries we have tacitly assumed that industrial and technological development would invariably be good, but now societies are experiencing climate change impacts and they will increasingly do so, which will affect socioeconomic development adversely, especially in the developing world. This is a global issue which all nations must tackle together.

A GFCS and a forward-looking Conference Declaration shall support your leadership through the development of sector- and user-targeted services, as well as enhanced capacity building and a more effective provider-user interface.  They will also contribute to more effective adaptation and disaster risk reduction, thus to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the success of the Copenhagen UNFCCC COP-15 session. 

On behalf of WMO I therefore once more wish to thank you for your personal participation in this historic Conference and for your commitment to the future of our Planet.  
