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UNCCD Intervention during the High Level Segment of WCC-3, Friday 4 September 2009

Gregoire de Kalbermatten,  DES
· The MDG package of climate impact leads directly to Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought (DLDD) which is most sensitive to rainfall and temperature

· It is clear that DLDD is a major preoccupation of the intended users of the global framework for climate services

· The UNCCD under its 10 year strategic plan (10YSP) looks forward to contributing with WMO in making the framework operational, notably through the UNCCD thematic programme networks (TPNs) at regional level and the establishment of drought monitoring centers. The institutional capacity to identify and respond to risks is essential for the implementation of the Desertification Convention.

· In this context enhanced territorial governance involving the decentralization of decision making on natural resources management as shown by a recent UNCCD study, has the best potential for building up on territorial knowledge, upscale best practices and empowerment of communities on a large scale.  It provides the context in several areas whereby data can reach and be used by land users; whereby they can generate and share their own useful data.  Their data are indeed critical sources of actionable information.

· Ultimately land user focus on land, soil and its necessary counterpart to bring it to life, water.  The mission of the UNCCD, equipped with the authority of a universally agreed legislative framework, is to articulate solution oriented partnership.  The high level segment of the forthcoming UNCCD ninth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP9), that shall take place at the end of September in Buenos Aires, is a milestone to assert political commitment to this effect.

· The High Level Segment at COP9 shall review the outcome of the first UNCCD Conference on monitoring the bio-physical and socioeconomic underpinning of DLDD, a theme close to the subject of WCC-3.  We therefore reiterate an invitation to Ministers, including those from the OECD group, to join in the gathering in Argentina, to make synergies happen between the climate and the land regimes.
· Indeed the significance of DLDD was clearly recognized at the last G8 Summit in L’Aquila. We must really bring the climate regime down to earth, down to the earth that feeds us.
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