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Your Excellencies, 

Co- Chairs of Conference, Heads of Delegations,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Vietnam, I am pleased to extend very warm welcome to all delegates.
As you know, climate change has led to rising sea levels and more intense storms all over the world. In Vietnam, the average temperature has increased about 0.7 degrees in the last 50 years; sea level has increased about 20 centimeters. According to the World Bank Report in 2007, Vietnam is one of the 5 countries foreseen to be most affected by climate change due to its long coastlines, high concentration of population and economic activities in coastal areas. Vietnam is facing a number of impacts of climate change on many aspects, for example human life, livelihood, natural resources, infrastructures and economy.
I highly appreciate the theme of this Conference “Better climate information for a better future”. There is a need to establish a global framework for climate services in order to strengthen national observational networks and information management system for climate; more effective use of global, regional and national climate information.

To address adverse impacts of climate change in Vietnam and join the international community’s efforts in protecting the climate system, the Vietnamese Prime Minister has approved the National Target Program to Respond to Climate Change. The useful information and outcomes of this Conference today will support Vietnam in developing action plan to respond to climate change under the National Tagerted Programme.
Vietnam continues to closely cooperate with WMO and other international organizations to address climate change. In just a few months, the UN will host its conference on climate change in Copenhagen (COP 15).  It is important that we lay as much ground work as possible now to ensure successful outcomes of COP 15 in December.
Finally, I wish you all the best for a very successful meeting and I am confident that this conference will advance our progress and sharpen our thinking on adaptation and mitigation of climate change. 

Thank you very much ./.






