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Your Excellencies, Heads of States and Governments, Ministers,

Dear colleagues,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

Let me welcome all of you at this representative forum on the behalf of Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan and avail this opportunity to ascertain the sincere loyalty of our state to the processes of strengthening the system of the United Nations Organization and, in particular, our loyalty to the initiatives of the World Meteorological Organization which facilitate the advancing of our efforts towards the sustainable development together with the other states of the world community. 

The Third World Climate Conference is a very important event as it is a climax point of many years of tense work of the national hydrometeorological services under the guidance of the World Meteorological Organization on the climate monitoring and prediction, development of science,  revelation of capacity for the further improvement of the efficiency of climate servicing.   

Fast urbanization, population growth, degradation of the environment, increase of the number of natural disasters and rise of the degree of vulnerability from the climate change are the problems of the utmost importance for many countries.  

For Uzbekistan as for all countries of Central Asia, the problem of the negative effect of climate change is particularly crucial as it involves the water resources of the Aral Sea basin which are the most important component of the national and regional security of all five states of our region. The united power system of Central Asia suffers from a drastic water and energy crisis.  

The area of water surface of the Aral Sea is already reduced more then seven times, the water volume decreased twelve times. The desertification process in Priaralje is being deepened. Salt and sand are transported with winds over many thousand kilometers and are deposited on the snow peaks of Tien Shan Mountains causing the intensive melting of glaciers. 

Water deficit and deterioration of quality of the water and land resources are being observed everywhere in the region already now and affects agricultural production. The intensive melting of the Alpine snow and glaciers, which advances with the increase of the air temperature, increase of evaporation in the river basins will result in the further reduction of the water resources which can be considerable in the middle of century.

In these conditions, as never before, the value of information about current and expected climate rises as well as the necessity of coordination of efforts of providers of climate and of persons who make decisions in the key social and economic sectors for the efficient management of climate risks determined by the climate variability and change and elaboration of the adaptation measures.   

The first stage of the Third World Climate Conference during which the latest achievements of scientific progress in the field of climate studies, climate modeling, climate forecasts and development of new types of climate servicing oriented to the concrete user where the gap between the providers and users of climate production were demonstrated is finished.   

Today the persons responsible for the working out the policy and for the decision making are gathered here.

We have to do the next resolute step, to create a platform on which the science, policy and practice will be united for the best possible securing of adaptation to climate and to its changes, to reduce climate risks and realize the benefits related to the current and expected climate conditions.  

The proposed Global Framework of Climate Servicing (GFCS) is just the required basis. This international framework will make it possible to bring together the climate servicing based on the observations, scientific studies and predictions with the process of decision making.  

Realization of GFCS implies also the due improvements in the system of data collection and management of information; improvement of the regional and national infrastructures for the efficient transmission of climate information and warnings to the national governments, agencies and private sector; strengthening of scientific-and-technological capacity for the more reliable information oriented to the concrete users, as well as the improved opportunities for the governments and user communities for getting and using of the climate information. 

I address you with the appeal to adopt the proposed Declaration at the high level supporting the efforts of the World Meteorological Organization on the creation of the Global framework of climate servicing and provide further ever support in realization of this initiative. 

In conclusion I would like to express sincere gratitude to the Government of Switzerland for the cordiality and hospitality, to the International Organizing Committee for the perfect organization of the Conference.  

I thank you for the attention. 
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