Proposal for WCC-3 Roundtable discussion

“Climate adaptation and the Copenhagen process”

Tuesday, 1 September 2009, 17.00 - 18.30 hrs

Objective:

This part of the Conference will play an important role in making the link between WCC-3 and Copenhagen and beyond, i.e. the implementation of the expected Copenhagen agreed outcome, in particular with regard to adaptation. 

The event should highlight the calls for climate information and services (including for observations and research) that would be needed to support climate risk assessments and adaptation planning, and the implementation of the UNFCCC in general. 

Key elements under consideration in the adaptation part of the AWG-LCA text (such as access to knowledge and climate information for risk and disaster management, adaptation planning etc), as well as relevant elements from the ongoing work under the Nairobi work programme, in particular the calls for action could form the basis for discussion.  Discussants could elaborate how the proposed framework resulting from WCC-3 would assist countries, in particular the most vulnerable, in addressing those needs and how the framework would thereby contribute to the implementation of elements under any framework or programme for adaptation as part of the expected Copenhagen agreed outcome, and in particular to adaptation activities on the ground in the long term.   

Proceedings:
· Introduction by the Chair outlining issues under consideration under the AWG-LCA for the expected Copenhagen agreed outcome
· Each panel member will be asked to give a statement providing a very brief overview of the needs for climate information and services in order to support adaptation activities from their perspective, followed by a more elaborated comment to express how they view the WCC-3 outcome (i.e. the framework) would address those needs, focussing on the potential of the WMO climate services framework to support the expected Copenhagen agreed outcome on adaptation 
· Questions from the floor and general discussions
· Concluding remarks by the Chair
Issues to be discussed: 

One of the goals of the GFCS is to enhance the resilience of society in a changing climate, through improvement of the availability, accessibility and dissemination of user-oriented climate information and services.  Discussions at this roundtable will focus on the practical aspects of how the GFCS could facilitate adaptation actions by effectively addressing the needs for climate information and services identified by countries under the UNFCCC process (such as through National Communications, NAPAs the Nairobi Work Programme). 

· Through which channels will the needs identified under UNFCCC programmes and activities feed into the development and implementation of the GFCS? 

· Through which channels will future achievements under the GFCS feed into the ongoing programmes within the framework of the UNFCCC, in particular in developing countries? 

· What support might be needed for the implementation of the GFCS (at the country/regional/international level) and can actions under the GFCS be supported through the UNFCCC process?
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